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Effect of Mass Media; Which is more important
to mitigate the damage from natural disaster, by
individual or by government?
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ABSTRACT

Most of residents have recognized that self-help and cooperation were necessary as disaster prevention
measures. Therefore, a lot of practices about the disaster prevention have been carried out by each community.
However, some residents have depended on government about disaster preparedness yet. Most of them have
thought “Government and local government must do disaster prevention measures". In this paper, we discuss about
strategies to urge residents who don’t have awareness against natural disaster prevention to change their attitude and
behavior about disaster preparedness. We pick up the disaster news by the mass media as one of the strategies. And
we grasp contents which residents have memorized about the disaster news that they had watched so far. And we
discuss the relationship between contents about disaster news which they have remembered and their preparedness
for natural disaster. We carried out the experiment with disaster news. We prepare two types of news papers about
disaster prevention measures examinees. Examinees read it and answer the questionnaire survey about their
preparedness against natural disaster.

As the result, examinees, who read the news paper that pointed out the flaw about government measures,
depend on government more than before. Others, who read the news paper that pointed out both the flaw about
government measures and the issue about resident response, change their attitude not to depend on government. We
revealed that mass media can urge the residents to have awareness and preparedness of natural disaster not to
depend on government.

Keywords - Disaster news, Attitude to preparedness for disaster, Experiment with disaster news
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